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ali has its fair share of (,fs
worldwide attention. Th RegisB
is evident upon arriva ¢ /her greeted

who takes care of all the tedious immig hile the!
conditioned loungé! Then it's info a,ch “BMW where hanc
resort entry is a sight to behold; a mass ani ucture reminiscent of the entrai > JUrassi

followed by a colonnaded driveway. A phalanx of staff, including ehiefBuffelf{Te o. are on hand to R
greet guests as they make their way into the vast marble lobby decked with J%eﬁdole cdnﬁébros: . “

The rooms are amazing, many with their own private landscaped gardens eriq’bools. The sty
rooms is an Asian-Balinese hybrid, with dark wood furniture and floors Con’rrcs'rlﬁg with a colour p
lime green and burnt orange. Various artefacts and books are scattered throu tthe rooms, includi
a Balinese-inspired carving that looms above the bed. Allrooms hﬁe a writing des oﬁdﬂ aci
balcony. The deep bathtub has its own LCD screen. On the beachfront there are two majesi
Strand Residences complete with private butler’s quarters with a separate entranc
The standard St Regis suites start at about US$425 while a Strand Residence will set 'y
$5000 per night. Who pays this sort of money? Well, according to ’rwrm&m at the la

can always rely on a barman for the goss — there seems to be an a lance of ric -
nothing of these prices. . ; "
The St Regis service is second to none — superb... W price. « A, - '
" 5 4 . g
» St Regis Bali Resort: Kawasan Pariwisata, Nusa Dua, Bali, Indonesia ya. ¢ K .\ .
+62 361 8478 111 or www.stregis.com/bali AT
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BATU Karang

Lembongan Resort & Day Spa

man and (his suspiciously frothing) dog. Batu Karang

Lembongan Spa & Resort (quite a mouthful especially
affer afew Bintangs) is one of those venues. After the frenetic
hustle and bustle that much of Bali offers, this island (located
off Bali's east coast) is a franquil, magical find — no hawkers,
no traffic, magnificent scenery... the perfect place to put
your feet up and relax. It’s also popular with those weary of
fravel warnings, as thisisland is a safe from all but the longest-
range ballistic missle.

Some‘rimes you don’t want to share a venue with every

Several years ago a young Australian surfer dude named
Troy Sinclair stopped off in Nusa Lembongan while on a
surfing safari. Upon his return home to Noosa, he couldn’t get
the place out of his mind and recommended that his father,
a property developer, go and visit. Like many people, his
father could see no reason to go — after all, Queensland’s
tropical getaway credentials were unsurpassed. However, a
couple of years later Mr Sinclair Snr embarked on a trip to
Bali and Nusa Lembongan. He immediately saw the magic
of the island and wanted a slice of the action.

The Sinclair family purchased the land and set about building
a resort that offers a five-star service coupled with a laid-
back atmosphere. Today Troy manages the resort.

venue: What was your vision for this place?

Troy Sinclair: Inifially it was just a couple of villas for the family
to use but after purchasing the land with our Indonesian
partner we discovered we could build a resort. Construction
of the resort started in 2005.

venue: Did you have any prior experience in hospitality?

TS: Yes, I've worked in hospitality venues such as bars and
restaurants since the age of 16. I've washed dishes, been
a waiter and even a duty manager, often while travelling
overseas.

venue: What were the main hurdles in constructing the
resort?

TS: The main difficulty is where to start! The location made it
very difficult. There’sno machinery ontheisland, so everything
has to be done manually. All the terracing was dug out by
hand and in Stage One 300 cubic metres of limestone was
dug out, followed by 200 cubic metres during Stage Two.

A lack of labour skills was also a problem and we had
to project manage the build ourselves. Trying to build fo
Australian standards in Indonesia is not easy!

Other difficulties involved providing our own infrastructure:
there’s no running water on the island and when we arrived
there was only electricity on the island between 3pm and
8am. We had fo install our own water freatment plant — a
reverse osmosis desalination unit sewerage treatment plant —
which requires a lot of pumps and clean power. Fortunately,
the power is getting better on the island but we have our
own generator — you can imagine getting a machine the
size of a small bus over here was no mean feat.

venue: How have you marketed the resort?

TS: Creating a product for a new market hasn’t been easy.
[t’s taken us some time. Travel agents service the middle
market quite well but they haven’t necessarily been the
right avenue for us. The internet has been a great marketing
fool and a lot of our bookings come directly online. We
advertise in some magazines and word of mouth has been
good for us.

venue: What are your day-to-day challenges running this
resort?

TS: Maintenance mainly; being so close to the ocean, things
deteriorate quickly. The water and sewerage plant take a
lot of looking after, especially when things break down —
getting someone onto the job the next day isn't easy.

» Batu Karang Lembongan Resort & Day Spa:
Lembongan Island, Bali, Indonesia
+62 366 24880 or www.batukaranglembongan.com

Resort Design — Island Life

Alan Sinclair, the owner of Batu Karang. and long-term client
of Noosa-based In Design Infernational, first mentioned his
concept of the ‘small family resort’ to designer Penny Del
Castillo back in early 2003. During a trip to Bali in 1999 she
spent three happy days at Lembongan Island, so she was
delighted to be involved. ‘lsland life, island style and island
tfime’ was the catch phrase Alan and Penny coined, in fact,
it became the design criteria and design brief for the entire
project.

“The first design ground rule was that nothing should even
remotely represent a contemporary penthouse apartment,”
said Penny. “Unpolished and flat finishes ruled the entire
interior fitout — no polished stainless or chrome, no powder-
coated steel, no glossy porcelain tiles or crystal chandeliers.
In fact, the only glass you will find in the villas are the mirrors
above the bathroom vanities.”

Elsewhere you'll find rough-cut and honed yellow stone floor
and wall tiles, solid timber decking for the verandahs and
hand-carved teak for the traditional double entry doors.
Authentic brass fittings were used wherever possible while
the bathrooms feature Java cream marble basins and
neutral-coloured terrazzo bath tubs.

In effect, the super-sized bathing areas (see pictured) are
another living space. The indoor/outdoor effect is marvellous
with all showers carefully positioned to allow views across
the bay to the magnificent Mount Agung. Meanwhile, from
the bath tub, you can catch glimpses of the ocean and the
gardens. The terrazzo egg shaped tubs were framed, poured
and polished in situ. <

» In design international: (07) 54 55 5593 or
www.indesigninternational.com.au
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